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ADDRESS ; Midalgo Street & Juarez Allay
{RINER 4 Guerra Estate
OCCUPANT : Not oocupied
USEs Storage building for machinery

PART I3 HISTORICAL INFORMAT ION

This structure i1s an excellent type of merchandising building=-«guoh
merchandising being a result of more than forty years of development along
the Rio Grande. The Saéns (or Saénz) family date from the original Escandon
settlement. during the Eighteenth Century. ™he lot on which ths structure
was built was originelly owned by the Ga{cia family of Roma. During October,
18%4, the lot was sold to Nestor Sasns.™

The building was used as a oantina (ssloon), liguor being stored in a
basement cellar below, Supplies came either by barge from Rio Grande City,
or overland by carreta (ox-cart). During ons pericd, the strusture was used
temporarily as a school classruom,

The structure 1s perhsps more significant &5 an architeotural work than
in terms of historio énterest. Exosllent proportions, good handling of de=
tail, and & mastery of the kechniques of rubbed brickwork all add to its suc~-
cess ag & bullding.

The arshitect-builder was Heinrioh Portscheller. Portscheller was born
in Germany about 1840. After spending soms time with the Prussisn army, he
presumably deserted with a fellow soldisr by the name of Frederiok Ellert.
Ultimately, the two soldlers found themsslves in the port of Vera Cruz, Mexi-
0o, about 1865, They were ilmmediately impressed into the French army. It
is probeble that they were assigned to an extremely mobile unit labeled "contre-
guerillas,™ whose duty was the very strenuous sotivity against Liberal Guerilla
units in Northern Mexioco.

As relations between various Luropsan states bhepgein to disintegrate on
the continent, nationm]l groups represenbted by these countries fighting as

1 Barrera, Cecelic R. MArchitectbure in Roma Between 1871-1883,"
(unpublished high school menuscript).
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allies for Maximilisn in Mexioo begain not only to question the loyalty
of each other, but began to concern themselves regarding the support of
kaximilian's cause. There was much pressure by agents of General liarianc
Escobedo to desert, and, by mid 186G, many Germans were reported to have
deserted from Mcontre-guerilla™ units aa they moved northward into Tamau-
lipas. The Liberal General Escobedo hoped to forge dessrters into a com-
mon fighting unit, fesling thet individuals fighting with the threat of a
noose abeut their necks would orove formidable allies against the forces
of Maxrimilian,

It is not known precisely when Ellert ang Fortsoheller deserted, but
Ellert is reported as residing in Rio Grande City by early Jume, 1866; and
it seems reasonable that Portscheller was residing in the same neighborhood.

4%t any rate, both men perticipated on the Liberal side under General
Escobedo in the Batile of Sahbta Gertrudis, which ocourred about two miles
east of the village of Camargo on the 15th of June, 1886, This battle re=-
sulted in the sbsclute defest of the Imperial foreces engaged~-the partici-
pants dsfeated oonaisting of about 300 Austrians and 1000 Mexjicans., A
French garrison ocoupying ths town of iiler during this action made no mt=
tempt to succor their allies, but saoked the town of Kier and retresnted
southward on hearing of the battle al Camargo,

Eller$ returnsd to Rio Grande City following the engagement of Camargo,
and it is belisved that Portscheller continued to reside in the same neigh~
borhood. Ellert wes married about 1870; and though hs was probably on the
Rio Grande, Portscheller's whersabouts are undetsrmined until we find record
of his marriage %o Lecnarda Campoa in Wier about 1878, It is probable that
Portscheller developed confidence in others as to his abilities asz a "bau-
meister™ during this unknown period {(hia age 30-35),

The Portachellers resided in Mier {(where their first child was born in
1881) affer their marriage, but moved across the river to Roma, Texas before
1883,

In Romm, Portschcllsr established the very necessary brickyard for the
manufacture of & very attractive, sslmon buff, sand struck, large (2 3/& by
4 1/8 vy 8 3/4 inches) brisk. In pafbaership with him were Mr, Margo and Mr.
Perez.

By Ootober 29, 1884, Portscheller had made known his intentions of de=-
ooming an Americen citizen,

Local masons oonsidered it quite en honor 4o work for Fortscheller, and
he was never without an abundances of epprentices. Une mason interviewed in
Rio Grande City {Don José Barbosa) worked for Portscheller for three years.
Don José Mentioned that Don Enrique {Fortsbheller)} would prepare the plans,
mekes templatds for the mouldings, and the other masons would then rub or out
the bricks to the profiles determined. Portschellsr would persoually lay up
the work involving the intricate architeotural profiles, while the other nmasonsg
would do the standerd fillein work betwsen., Portschellers inspiration seems
%o have come from the standard carpenter's manuals of the mid-ninetesnth century,
but his inbterpretation of them in terms of saale and proportion must be aoknaw-
ladged as the interpretation of e skilled artist.
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Two items of interest in terms of construction are ag follows. For
one thing, feruented coctus juice was used in the mertar. Cactua lesves
wers chopped quite finely and sllowed to steep for several weeks prior to
actual use. The liguor thus fermented was mixéd intc the mortar asg an addi-
tive, The other item of interest %s that the lime was burned locally, using
mesgulte as a fuel., The lime was cured for several weeks prior to use.

Some of the masons who worked for Portscheller were FPlacido Palaclios,
Dnsebic Cabazos, Fencho Lopez, ¥argarbo Garze, Adolfeo Hinojosa, and Ponecio
Censles.,

In 1854, Portscheller moved his family to Laredo. He built many houses
and cisterns there, an iron bridge in south larsdo, mnd the old Saint Peter's
Church,

About 12CC, he went to Monterrey to build buildings for the college, re-
turning to Iaredo afterwards. He died in 1915, aged 75, and is buried in the
Protestant cemetary at Laredo.
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PART II: ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

Ao Architectural Interest and Merit: This structure, bullt in 1384,
is one %o inspire keen interest not only %o thouse engeged in the practice of
architeclure, but 4o the appreciaiives laymsn as well, The overall proportions
and the cuality of the briokwork is excellent, but the hundling of olassic de-
tail adjacent to the openings indicabss the work of an inspired artist-orafis=~
man. The condition of the fabric is quite poor, though the arid quality of
the reglon will do much for its continued preservation. The bullding is L-
ghaped in plan, with two large rooms, There is & cedler below for atorage
purposes.

Be Technioal Desoription of the Exterior:

1. Overall dimengions. The greatest dimessions of the 'L' are sixty
two fest, one inoh by forbty nine feet, two inches. The rooms are
ninet=en fset, a=ven inches {outside tou outside), and twenbty one
feet, five and a half inches (outside to outside).

£ Foupdations. Brick, conbtinuous bearing. The bearing capacity of
the soil is exoellent, being firm sandstone Just under the surfaoce.

3. ¥all oonztruction., Brick beariang.

4, Forchss., Walkways on north and east sides elevated 4o form a
continuous podium.

5. Chimneys. One only remalning, and it is orick., There probably
were metal ohimneys asg well 1n the original structure.

6. WUpenings. Four panel, doukle doors, in all openings. Bearred,
glaass transom above for light, TCoors meds of oypress hung in pine
frames, One window only on south famcade, Four panel wood (cypress)
cesements, s0lid and not glazed.

-3

. Roof. Pine beams (moulded bead a% bottom edges) supporting cypress
decking covered over with about inches {or morse in places) of
tehipichil'-a local concrete which translated mesns 'congrete with
pea gravel.' Brick parapets all around capped with bricks, souppers
on the south and wezt slopes to non-sxistank gutfers and downspouts,
Classic moulded briakwork on north and eest cornices. That the roof
leaked when it rained musht have been evident. GQuestioning local
suthorities on the subjeot, the reply was 'that it didn't really
rain very muoh, and everyone expeoted such lemkage.' (José Barbosu).
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C. Technical Description of the Imterior:

l. Floor plans. Ses 'Architectural Interest and lierit' on page 4,
2. Stairways. XNone,
5. Flooring., 1 by 4 inch tongues and groove pine.

4. Wall andé ocelling finish. Wells smoothly plastered on interior;
ceilings have exposed wooden beams snd deoking.

5, Doorways and doors. Four paneled cypress; trim is pine.

8, Trim, Trim is minimel. #here ik exists, 1t is non-moulded pine,
7+ Hardware. Mot important.

8, Llghting, Probably used kercsens lamps,

9. Heatinp, Remains of a wood burning fireplace consiructed of

brick with wood mantal and Hrim on south facade of mein room.
Other heating probably from cast iron stoves,

. D, Site;

1. COrientation. FPrincipal facade is the Hidalgo Street side, and
this facsde (which we call 'east?) is northeest.

2. Enolosurew, None extant. There probably was & corral at the
rear,

3, Qubtbuildings. Yone extant. The probably were privies and animel
buildings origioally. The south wall absorbed and originaily a-
butted an older limestone structure, which is nofdestroyed. Hem-
nents of this structure exist in the ruined south wall),

4, Walks., Brick elevated walkways on Jusrsz Allay as well as on Hi-
dalgo Street. Tniranoe to cellar was on Juarsz Alley.

5. landscaping, gardens, sto. None extant,
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